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For Immediate Release	Contact: Tracy Gray
412-365-2538/412-298-5259
Photo Opportunity
Beaver Baby Exam
Friday, June 12 at 10:45 a.m.  
Also see river otter babies
Meet at the Education Complex and ask for Tracy
River Otters and Beavers Plus 8 (Born) in Kids Kingdom
(Pittsburgh)  (June 10, 2009)—Eight is great in Kids Kingdom this month as both the North American river otters and the beavers showed off the new additions to their families.  Two North American river otter babies were born to first time mom, Maria, and dad Country.  Across the way at the beaver lodge, second-time parents, Pumpkin and Patch, are busy watching over their six little ones as the kits play, swim, and sleep all around them.  
Maria, the river otter mom, kept the pups hidden away in the den for several weeks.  The beaver kits were venturing outside and swimming within one week of their birth. 
“Bonding with their mother is the most important step in the development of both species,” says Dr. Barbara Baker, president and CEO of the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium. “Maria, the river otter, is a first-time mom but she is doing very well.  At first she was very protective. But now she is letting them out of the den to explore their yard. “
This is the second litter of river otter pups born at the Zoo and their births are important to the aging river otter population in North American zoos.  North American river otters are a protected species in Pennsylvania.  Water Pollution, strip mine run-off, industrial waste and sewage has made water quality unfit for otter populations.   
“Pumpkin, the beaver, is a second time mom and is doing very well,” says Henry Kacprzyk, Curator of Kids Kingdom.  She also is protective of her brood and keeps a close eye on them, but she lets them go around the exhibit, only pulling one back if she thinks they are in danger.”
	Beaver populations are not threatened or endangered at this time, but as their habitats continue to shrink because of human expansion, their populations may also.  
The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium is open year round.  For directions, hours, tickets and group sales information, call 412 665-3640.  Visit the Zoo’s website at www.pittsburghzoo.org.  The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  Look for the AZA logo whenever you visit a zoo or aquarium.
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