[image: PZPPGA Final Logo_Black]
For Immediate Release						Contact: Tracy Gray									         412-365-2538/412-298-5259
It’s a Girl! 
(First sea lion ever born at Pittsburgh Zoo)
(Pittsburgh) (June 16, 2009)— Keepers at the Pittsburgh Zoo’s Kids Kingdom were pleasantly surprised on June 13, when they entered the sea lion exhibit. Zoey, one of the Zoo’s sea lions, gave birth to her first pup on the sea lion beach, in the early morning hours. “We are so very excited. This is the first sea lion to be born in the 111-year history of the Pittsburgh Zoo,” says Dr. Barbara Baker, president and CEO of the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium. 
When keepers arrived at 6 a.m. on Saturday they could hear the vocalizations between Zoey and her pup.  She will become familiar with the smell and voice of her pup, and vice versa, which, in the wild, would enable them to recognize each other. The pup can see and can shake, groom, scratch, and walk. 
Last Wednesday, when keepers observed the pup was not nursing, Zoo staff separated the two and conducted a preliminary exam. “Everything appeared to be fine, so we returned the pup to Zoey, and finally, she started nursing again.” The pup weighed 11 lbs. and is a girl! 
 	“Zoey is being very attentive and the pup is nursing and vocal. Vocalization is key to the mom and pup bonding process,” says Henry Kacprzyk, Curator of Kids Kingdom. “The pup is very active and wants to explore, but Zoey is limiting where it goes, and especially steering it away from the pool.” Keepers will continue to keep a close watch on the pup making sure it continues to nurse, vocalize, and move about. “The next big challenge for the pup and for us, is when the pup begins swimming lessons in a couple of weeks,” says Mr. Kacpryzk. “We will be watching nervously when Zoey takes it in the water.” 
PNC recently sponsored the sea lion exhibit. President and CEO Sy Holzer says, "PNC is extremely proud to take part in this historic event," said Sy Holzer, President, PNC Bank, Pittsburgh.  "The Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium is a vital economic engine for our region, and it is truly an essential thread in the fabric our community.  Dr. Baker and her amazing team continue their commitment to education, research and wildlife conservation. The birth of our new baby sea lion is yet another example of the excellent care the zoo provides for its wildlife."
                                                                                               
Keepers noticed breeding activity last year between our male sea lion, Hawk, and Zoey and Maggie, but were not sure if either of the girls were pregnant. “We started doing ultrasounds on Maggie and Zoey this past January and discovered Zoey was pregnant,” says Ms. Judy Obeldobel, sea lion keeper.
Mating season for sea lions is primarily in May and June and gestation is nine months, but sea lions have delayed implantation of an additional two to three months, so pups are born in the summer when food is more plentiful.  Delayed implantation is when the embryo remains in a state of dormancy before it begins to develop.  Sea lions normally give birth to one pup, but on rare occasions, twins have been born. 
#
The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium is open year round.  For directions, hours, tickets and group sales information, call 412 665-3640.  Visit the Zoo’s website at www.pittsburghzoo.org.  The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  Look for the AZA logo whenever you visit a zoo or aquarium as your assurance that you are supporting a facility dedicated to providing excellent care for animals, a great experience for you and a better future for all living things.  For more information visit www.aza.org
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