


A Zoo for Everyone

At the Pittsburgh Zoo & Aquarium, 2025 was a year filled with discovery and growth. We brought

people and wildlife closer together through unforgettable experiences, meaningful conservation efforts,

and a shared commitment to protecting our planet. Every visit, every program, and every conservation

effort this year helped strengthen the bond between our community and the animals we work to protect.

In August, the Zoo was

accepted as a member of the
World Association of Zoos &
Aquariums (WAZA), the global
alliance of regional associations,
national federations, and zoos and
aquariums, dedicated to the care
and conservation of animals and
their habitats around the world.

The Pittsburgh Zoo is one of

only two institutions in the world
that are members of WAZA,
accredited by the Association of
Zoos & Aquariums (AZA), the
Zoological Association of America
(ZAA), the Alliance of Marine
Mammal Parks, and certified

by American Humane (who also
reaccredited the Zoo this year).

National Weather Service
officials also recognized the Zoo
as a StormReady® community.
This program helps community
leaders and residents better
prepare for hazardous weather and
tlooding and has made a strong
commitment to implement the
infrastructure and systems needed
to protect property and save lives
when severe weather strikes.



P> This year, the Zoo
removed financial
barriers by launching the
OpporZOOnity Program
that provides affordable
admission for residents of
10 counties who meet
eligibility requirements.
This program streamlines
the admission process, and
participants can be alerted
to other discounted Zoo

opportunities. The Zoo is

offering $5 per person general
daytime admission for groups

up to four people who qualify

for the OpporZOOnity
Program. In 2025, 27,585
visitors received discounted
Z.00 admission through

the program.

While some guests experience disabilities that are visible, many

have conditions that are not readily apparent, such as neurological,
cognitive, mobility, or sensory issues. More sensory inclusive

practices were adopted, and we shared our findings with other AZA
organizations. To further provide an inclusive and seamless experience
for all, the Zoo has also partnered with the Hidden Disabilities
Sunflower project. Guests can request a sunflower lanyard at any
admission point or attraction around the Zoo which identifies them as

a visitor who may need additional assistance.

With Allegheny Regional Asset District’s (RAD) generous support,
the Zoo continued participating in the RAD Pass Program, which
welcomed 15,000 Allegheny County residents with free admission into
the Zoo. This program provides Allegheny County library card holders
the opportunity to reserve two tickets to visit the Zoo per year.



Protecting Species, Preserving Futures » Several Zoo staff members
were key players in creating and leading the Saving Animals From Extinction (SAFE) Red Panda

program —an AZA initiative that connects zoo-based conservation efforts with outcomes in the field.

Using the skills that zoological institutions have with conservation science, husbandry, animal health

and behavior, and education, the SAFE plan unites zoos and their collective expertise to help address

the threats facing red pandas in the wild.

Seven rescued Kemp’s ridley,
four green, and two loggerhead
sea turtles were rehabilitated at
the Aquarium and released back
into the Atlantic Ocean as part
of the Sea Turtle Second Chance
Program, generously funded

by Peoples. Sixteen additional
endangered juvenile Kemp’s
Ridley sea turtles were sent to

us for medical treatment and
rehabilitation in December 2025.
Twenty-three turtles is the largest
number rehabilitated by the Zoo in

a single year.

The Zoo and the International
Conservation Center embarked on
a new chapter of elephant care
and conservation. A carefully

planned series of elephant moves
was planned to enhance herd
dynamics while prioritizing the
unique needs and well-being

of each animal. Created in
collaboration with the AZA and
leading wildlife experts, the plan
ensures appropriate companionship
for elephants at both facilities and
allows for growth of the herd.



From Curiosity to Conservation

The Zoo planned and delivered twelve months of theme days that
were celebrated onsite, including species awareness days, such as
International Red Panda Day, Shark and Ray Day, and International
Migratory Bird Day. These educational and entertaining events
captured the attention of our audience and offered information on
how to protect these amazing species and the habitats we all rely on.

The Zoo’s efforts were supported by its dedicated volunteers.
After a long history as a separate entity, we welcomed the Docent
Program into the Conservation Education Department as an

internally funded, integral part of the department.

> Teens worldwide are
stepping up as environmental
stewards for good reason —

the future belongs to them.

The Zoo launched Green

Teens, a new low-cost

program for interested

students who are passionate

about protecting our planet.
Sessions focus on exciting

projects like community

cleanups, tree planting,

recycling programs, and

advocacy for eco-friendly

practices. In its first year,

the program attracted

20 teens passionate about \

making a difference.
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H | I‘d H ats an d H ad b i tats > We kicked off our master plan with construction of

a new Zoo front entrance. To continue welcoming our guests, we implemented interim gates, which

include operating kiosks, the blue box for temporary ticket sales, and a secondary checkpoint.

We also prepared our electronic logistics to navigate the transition and prepare for significantly

improved digital signage. Thinking through these logistics so thoroughly helped us understand things

in a way that will allow us to successfully implement the new two-tiered admissions process at entry.

Design, construction
documentation, and permitting
were all completed in preparation
for building the new Giraffe

Care Center. That project kicked
off in December with needed
modifications to the Tropical
Forest Complex building, and the
main site work is expected to start
in mid to late January 2027.

The former sea lion exhibit in

Kids Kingdom was overhauled to

welcome a colony of Humboldt
penguins and three brown
pelicans. Maintenance, grounds,
and horticulture combined efforts
to create a habitat that is truly a
penguin and pelican paradise!

At the International Conservation
Center, the “Big House”, was
reimagined as a retreat space for
providing immersive conservation
education experiences with themed

rooms coupled with on-grounds

programming. Extensive work
was completed in preparation for
expansion of the elephant herd,
including adding paddocks that
increase the outdoor space to 40
acres, splitting the sand room,
babyproofing, and adding new
hydraulic gates with added

safety features.



The Wildest Stories

Some of the year’s most popular stories included the successful move of

two elephants, Victoria and Zuri, to Somerset and the introduction of
African lion Hondo and our Humboldt penguins to great excitement.
Mickey the penguin making Valentine’s art went viral with 41,000
likes and over a half million views. In December, a video of our
penguins frolicking in the snow received 2.4 million views

across all our channels with over 107,00 likes.

A Fundraising
Year to Roar About

> 2025 was the most
successful fundraising

year in the history of the
Pittsburgh Zoo & Aquarium!
Overall fundraising totaled
more than *22 million,
including restricted,
unrestricted, Adopt an Animal,
Summer Safari, Membership,
and campaign. Corporate
fundraising ended the year with
$775,000, which is $80,000
more than last year, and $50,000

more than this year’s goal!



New Kids

on the
Zoo Block

The Pittsburgh Zoo & Aquarium
added a new mane attraction —
Hondo, an eight-year-old male
African lion from the Idaho Falls
Zoo. He arrived as a companion
for our lionesses Abana and
Scarlett and quickly became
accustomed to his new home and

his new pride-mates.

The Zoo’s Animal Ambassadors
program bred and hand-raised
three baby nine-banded armadillos
— the entire experience was a first
within that department! The
armadillos went on to become

ambassadors of their species at
other zoos and science museums.

The Conservation Center
welcomed two more camels and
three new bison. As a new local
conservation project, acclimation
habitats were built to house and
prepare Allegheny woodrats

for release.




The Zoo peppered the calendar with unforgettable experiences in every season, from vibrant spring

blooms and lively summer adventures to gently spooky autumn fun and magical winter nights.




Summer Safari was
a great hit, achieving
record revenue due to an
excellent attendance of
1,102 guests and generous

sponsorship funds totaling $798k
$245k

Z00 Brew saw nearly
Jack O’Lantern

Extravaganza
earned more than attendees and grossed

more than last year

There was a total of 116 On Pride Night the
Private Events venue Zoo welcomed

rentals this year, including
17 weddings and 3 244
All Zoo Rentals earning members of the

$ LGBTQIA+ community
264k for a family night at the Zoo




Revenue
$29,895,568

39%
Operations &
Admissions

20%

Special Events

ARAD

12%
Membership

Conservation
Education
Programing

3%
Community
Outreach &
Marketing

Unearned
Revenue

EXxpenses:
$28,632,368
35%

Administration,
Business Operations

Animal Husbandry

Maintenance, Horticulture,
and Landscaping

13%
Utilities

Education



2025 Donors

$25,000-$99,999

$100,000+

Anonymous

Anonymous

Judith Bacchus

Cathy & John Demos

Estate of Thomas A. Wagner
Kim & Robert Fanelli
Donna & James Hudson
Janeanne & Robert Krizner

Lamar Advertising Company
(In Kind)

Kristi & Taylor Oram

PA Department of Community
& Economic Development

Redevelopment Authority of
Allegheny County

Richard King Mellon Foundation
Cathy Rinchetti & John Miclot*
The Burke Foundations

UPMC Health Plan

84 Lumber Company
Allegheny Health Network
Anonymous

Anonymous

Bank of America

Beverlynn & Steven Elliott

Bob Fragasso

Chicken of the Sea International
Docent Council

Dorothy L. Boyer

Eat'n Park Hospitality Group
Edith L. Trees Charitable Trust
Estate of Suzanne Silliman
Huntington Bank

J& A Heating, Cooling,
Plumbing, and Electrical

Jessie Corson Trust
Patricia & John Payne
John F. Boyer

Judy & Michael Hannon
Peoples

Pepsi

PNC Bank

Sally Wiggin

The Pittsburgh Foundation
Xylem

$10,000-$24,999

Yvonne & James Balouris
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
CBU Auctions

Cinderlands Beer Company
Clearview Federal Credit Union
Dollar Bank

Ann & Chris Donahue

Ehrlich Pest Control

EQT Foundation

Fidelity Charitable

Groundswell Charitable Foundation

Joan Ellenbogen &
George Handelsman



Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
JENNMAR

Patricia Leclere

Legacy Remodeling

Morgan Stanley

Nancy & Maurice Nernberg
Ninja Transfers LLC

Kathleen & Laurence Paul

PNC Foundation

Diana & Frank Rath

Robert & Mary
Weisbrod Foundation

SIGAL Development Services

Somerset Trust Company

The Anne L. and George H. Clapp
Charitable and Educational Trust

The Louis and Sandra Berkman

Foundation

Various Individuals
Wabtec Corporation
Williams Coulson

$5,000-$9,999
Ampco-Pittsburgh Charitable

Foundation

Margarete A. Bower

Busy Beaver Building Centers
Sue Weigold & Robert Butella
Gloria & Donald Casey
Teresa & David Cepicka
Citizens

Compton Family Foundation
Sarah & G. Henry Cook
Dick's Sporting Goods
Dugquesne Light Company
Edgewood Welding & Fabrication

EPIC Insurance Brokers
& Consultants

Tricia & Michael Fetsko
First National Bank

Frank B. Fuhrer

Amelia & David Grubman
Hawksglen Foundation
Brittany & Steve Hurst
ICE - Industrial

Commercial Elevator

Jane Fox Bradley Fund of
The Pittsburgh Foundation

Julia Kilyk

KPMG

Leafguard

Kim M. Macey

Jennifer & Daniel Mahon

James W. Martin
Gabrielle & Anthony Martini
Jennifer & Zachary Mihok

Kathleen & Ryan Neupaver
NexTier Bank

NRG Energy

Renewal By Andersen

Jeanne Minnicks & Craig Rowland
Martha Smith

Snyder Brothers, Inc.

Douglas W. Stirling

Supertechs Inc

Tender Care Learning Centers

$2,500-$4,999
Allegheny Installations
Anonymous

Deneen Beatty

Bright Funds Foundation
Marilyn & Howard Bruschi
Caitlin & Aaron Burns

Chun-Hsien Pan & Shang-Wen
Cheng

JoAnn & Gary Claus

Virginia & Jay Cochenour
David DeFide

Roberta & Clark Delanois
Farmers National Bank
Federated Investors Foundation
Hope Feldman

Janis & Jeffrey Fisher

Erin Balke & Edward Garbade
GOGO Charters

Cynthia Graves

LeafFilter Gutter Protection
Laborers” Local Union #1058
McCarl's Services

Amy S. Moore

Carol Myers

Oswald Companies

PNC Charitable Trusts

Leslie A. Rankin
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$2,500-%$4,999, continued
Robert W. Baird and Co. Inc.
Rycon Construction, Inc.

Erica & Joseph Salmond

Susan & John Skowron
Somerset County Tourism
Barbara & Bruce Wiegand
Kimberly & David Zynn

$1,000-$2,499
Lisa Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

B&R Pools and Swim Shop
Jane S. Barnes

BNY Mellon

Pamela & Kerry Bove
Susan C. Brody
Burgatory Restaurants

Campbell's

Louise & David Cannon
Martha & Raymond Capone
Patricia & Sean Casey

CCS Fundraising

Champ Printing Company
Chubb

Church Brew Works Foundation
Melanie & James Crockard
Judith & Gary Diven

EQT Corporation

Joanne & William Fallon
Robert J. Faust

Jenny & Joe Festa

Brian Borne & Richard Field
Robert Z. Fierst

Andrew Fleischner

Megan & Benjamin Flower
Rossin Foundation

Fraternal Order of Eagles
Karen & Jack Friedman
Justin Friend

Julie & Austin Gabler

Caleb Gonez

Susan Hoppe & Michael Goodhart

Marina & Jeremy Goodman

Grant M. Shipley Gift Fund
of The Pittsburgh Foundation

Karrie Hickey

Phyllis & Mark Hoge
Deborah Holzapfel

Sara Horsman

Michele & Robert Howland

Stephanie Schneck-Jacob, M.D.
& Timothy Jacob, M.D.

Jewish Federation of

Greater Pittsburgh
Rebecca & James Johns
Jane Kendra

Kerchner Family Fund No. 2
of The Pittsburgh Foundation

Kimberly & Michael Kilyk
Susan & Eric Kruman
Carrie Casey Leemhuis
Ken Lehn

Shirley K. Lewellen

LGA Partners

Marianne Lieberman

Paula Lockhart

Patrick Loughney



Mary & Donald Lucidi

Lynn & William Mcllroy
Kathleen & Harry Nagel

Carrie & Brian Novosel

Maria & Sean O'Brien
Rosemary & James O'Neill
Pauline Parker

Dorothy & Neal Pollon

Susan Slagel & Donald Proehl
Roy Pulver

Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Andria & Neil Robinson

Lisa & Edward Rosenbusch
Sheila & Ronald Roth

Karen Ruff

Norma Rupert

Carol & Peter Russ

Ryan Memorial Foundation
Noellette & Hagen Schempf
Lynne Schiller

Jo Ann & Paul Schmitt
Schneider Downs + Co., Inc.
Darcy Perlinger & Michael Shirey
Susan & Wayne Sloan

Leslie & Richard Snow
Maryann & Fred Steward
Karen & Donald Stump

The James & Melanie Crockard

Foundation

The Stalder Family Fund of
the Pittsburgh Foundation

Laura Thomson
Mary Ann & Thomas Tobin
Christine Troilo

V. Wayne and Cordelia Whitten

Barker Fund of The Pittsburgh

Foundation

Laurie & Gregory Weingart
Helen Wilson

Kathleen & Richard Yost

Barb Zimmerman

$500-$999

Barbara & Alan Ackerman
Gail Amshel

Anonymous

Ronna & Harry Back
Patricia Bielenberg

Courtney & Tim Borntraeger
Sheldon Cohen

Daria Collins

Community Foundation

for the Alleghenies

Thomas Doran

Gail & H. William Doring
Jeanne Downey

Larry Dupe

Richard Earley

Judith Erlen

Paula & Francis Gesselberty
Get It Done Mailing Service, Inc.
Tracy & John Geyer

Carla Gladstone

Barbara & Maxwell Hanusa
Janice Harrison

Teresa Heflin

Jean & Jack Jones

Lisa & Robert Jones

Jordan Banana Foodservice

Mary Lipinski

Joyce & Steven Lish

Susan & David Lohr

Sherri & Chuck Macierowski
Keri Ann Martin

Catherine J. Mechling

James Meyer

Sharon & Harold Miller
Heather Murray

Katherine Musler

Deborah & Gerald Pepe
Cathy & Richard Pieper
Victoria Rinchetti

Sylvia & Donald Robinson
Lori & Randy Russell
Rebecca & Brandon Schooley
Myrna & Lee Silverman
Bette & Paul Slayton
Morton D. Stanfield

Mary A. Stanutz

Sharon & Scott Stemler
Judith & Michael Sullivan
Mike Terzich

Linda & Jay Thier

Tippins Foundation

Diane & Hal Waldman
Deborah & Howard Weigold

* Deceased

We make every effort to accurately
acknowledge the generosity of our
donors. Should you discover an
error or omission, please contact our

Development Department at

412-665-3640.
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